
 
 
 

Fall 2020 Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 

The purpose of this Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document is to share responses to common 
questions we’ve received about the school in the fall.  We will continue to update this document as 
more answers are available. If you have a question not reflected in this document, please send 
them to questions@OregonSD.org .  
 

 
 

Academics 
What is the difference between the “Oregon Phased Restart” and “Oregon Online” 
options?  
While both options will begin with online instruction, “Oregon Phased Restart” has the potential to include 
small group in-person instruction for grades 4K - 4 and students who have specific needs. Public health data 
will be reviewed throughout the semester to determine if it is safe to increase in-person instruction, which 
means the learning format may change throughout the semester. 
 
Selecting “Oregon Online” means that you are committing to full online instruction, regardless of health 
indicators, for the first semester. This means that even if students in the “Oregon Phased Restart” move to a 
blended format (in-person and online), students in “Oregon Online” will continue with online instruction 
through the end of the first semester. 
 
Who will teach online courses?  
Oregon School District (OSD) teachers will teach online courses.  Regardless of whether you choose “Oregon 
Phased Restart” or “Oregon Online,” students will have the same grade-level based curriculum and have an 
OSD teacher. 
 
How will online courses be different from this past spring? 
You can expect that online instruction offerings will be enhanced from the distance learning experience that 
was put in place this past spring due to the emergency closure.  Enhancements include the following:  
 

● More “face-to-face” and real time interaction;  

● Manageable number of classes at one time; 

● More check-ins to engage and promote learning; 

● Historical grading practices resumes; 

● Consistent formats and organization; and 

● Historical grading practices resumes. 
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Small In-Person Group Opportunities 
What health and safety measures will be taken for small in-person groups? 
All health and safety guidelines will be followed during in-person groups. Specifically: 
 

● Will follow health & safety guidance 

● Groups of 4-6 assigned students per class 

● Family members on same day 

● 2 hours, 1 afternoon/week 

● Outdoor as much as possible 

● Focus on relationships & social emotional 

● Physically distant, masks required 

● Clear protocols for handling illness 

 

Will siblings from the same family be scheduled on the same day? 
Yes. We will prioritize scheduling siblings from the same family on the same schedule. 
 

How will students be assigned to small groups? 
Students will be assigned to small groups by school staff.  At this time we are unable to facilitate requests for 
assignments to groups outside the same family. 
 
How many students will be in my student’s small group and school building at the same 
time? 
Students will be assigned to a small group cohort of 4-6 students per group. At any given time, a total of 
~100-120 students could be in a school building at the same time. 
 

When will I know what day of the week my elementary student will be assigned to come in 
for a 2-hour block in the afternoon if I choose the “Oregon Phased Restart” option? 
Specific schedules will depend on the number of families who choose the phased option. We will work 
through schedules and logistics immediately following the family choice form deadline. We will continue to 
send out weekly updates on the plans and communicate the schedule when it is available.  
 

Why isn’t there a potential option for students grades 5-12 to initially be in person? 
Our ultimate goal is to have students physically present in our schools as soon as possible. However, we are 
also committed to prioritizing the health and safety of our school community.  At this time, we are prioritizing 
in-person learning is a potential option for grades 4K - 4 for two main reasons: (1) establishing relationships 
between teachers and students is particularly important for our youngest learners and (2) research suggests 
that students under the age of 10 are less likely to spread and contract COVID. We will be continuing to 
review and make adjustments based on public health data, with the goal of increasing in-person options to 
include all students.  
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Schedules and Timing 

When will “Ready-Set-Go” conferences occur? 
All children will be assigned an individual conference with their teacher during the week of September 1. 
 

When will instruction for students begin? 
Online instruction for all students will begin on September 8.   
 

If my child is assigned to a small in-person group, when will it be held? 
In-person small groups will begin either the week of September 8 or 15. 
 

When will health indicators be reassessed? 
Health indicators will be continually evaluated and adjusted to ensure a safe phased restart. After the start of 
the school year, the first evaluation will be in mid-October to determine if it is safe to continue phasing in 
additional in-person groups. We will continue to evaluate and adjust throughout the school year. Our goal is 
to offer as many in-person opportunities as possible based on public health data. 
 

When will I know my child’s teacher? 
We will begin assigning K-6 students to teachers as soon as we have a final count of which students will 
participate in “Oregon Phased Restart” and “Oregon Online.”  You will be contacted by your school when 
teacher assignments are available (we expect to share assignments by August 21).  
 
  
Other 

Why isn’t opening school at full capacity an option in September? 
Public Health Madison & Dane County requires 6-ft social distancing. This would mean a limit of 15 students 
per class.  There is currently not enough space in all our buildings to facilitate this distance.  In addition, we 
do not have enough teachers to facilitate a 15 student / class ratio across the district. 

 
Should I purchase school supplies now? 
It is your choice when to purchase school supplies. If you choose “Oregon Phased Restart” your child will 
bring their own school supplies to school and will not be sharing supplies with other children. If you choose 
“Oregon Online,” you may already have supplies available at home or may wish to purchase additional 
supplies from the supply list. 
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